STORY OF THE POPE'S STONE.

Dr. Toner Relntesthe Details of Its Well
own Destruction.

The gentlemen who represented the Monn-
ment Society at dhe summit of the shaft
sesterday found a {ruitful theme of conver-
sation in their reminiscences. Dr. Toner
was familiar with the details of the break-
ing of the Pope’s sione, for instance. In
the course of a conversation with a re-
portér he said:

“Iveryone bas heard how the stone was
demaolished, but I can give you some details
regarding the matter that will be interesting.
The Mooument Soctety applied, you hnow,
through the United States Consus, to all
foreign countries to contribute blocks of
stone with legrends and sentiments inscribed

hem, in order that they might be in-
serted inside of the mooument ‘Lhe Pope
seot 8 bloch of African marble which had
been taken from the Temple of Concord,
and, as far =s I can ascertain, was inscribed
with the simple words, ‘Rome to America,’
The Know-Nothing movement was r.fe at
that period of our political history, and
Vot Little wag nceded to foment the hatred
ageinst all things foreign.

A fanatical minister in Baltimore name!
Jokn F. W e wrote an address to
the Protestants of the United States againat
placing the Pope’ block in the monument
Such & religious furore was crealed that the
stone wa- taken by force in the night from
the lapidarium and destroyed ”

“What were the particular circum
stances?’

“lhe report published in the National
Intelhgencer of the event says that one
Sunday pizht several men swldenly sur
rounded the watch box of the night watch
man who was placed on duty at the monu-
ment, and placed o rope araand it, besides
rilirg s number of beavy stones ngamnst
tedocr. They took 1he stone from the
lopidorivm, placed it on a wheeluarrov
and went off with it in the direction of the
river. Itis sopposed that the stone was
either demolished ar precipitated into the
water by 1he iconoclas's  1he watchman
who was armed, wade no effort to appre-
tend the ssndals, and was, after haviog
been investigated, discharge from his yo-
sition

“Tam not a vandal, but I Lace a pisce of
the original cormer stone,” ¢ontinawl Dr

oucr, banding & small package to the re-
porter _1he bandage was wrapped aroun{
tkeemall chunkof marbleas carefully a3
the awnddirg clothes around the ghastly
form of an Fyptisn mumuy,

“This cip was bnocked off the corner-
ttone by Mr P11 McLaughla in my pres-
ence, when the foundation ur the ‘monu-
ment was strengthened in 1n




