el LA
IRFCON'GRESS, July 4, 1776.
A Declaration by the Reprefentatives
. gof‘ the United Statcs of America,
*{ ini General Gongrefs affembled.

! HEN, in theiconrfe. of human events, it be:

* '/« comes neceflary for one people to diffolve the
v political bands which have conne@sd them with
LA another,fand to aflfume, amony the powers of
«the earth, the feparate and equal ftation to which the laws of
nature and of nature’s God imtitle them, a decent refped to
the opinions of mankind’ requires that they fhould declare
the taufes which impel them (o the feparation.

“We hold thefe truths to be felf-evident, “That all men are
reated éiqual 5 that they are endowed, by their Creator, with
cestiin unalicnable rights ; that among thefe are life, liberry,
dnd the purfuit of happinefs. That to fecure thele nghts,
governments are inflituted among men, desiving their just
powers from the confent of the governed ;, that whenever any

" fofm of ‘government becomes deflrutive of thefe ends, itis
the right of the'people to alter or to abolifh it, and to infti-

! tgie new government, laying its fourrdation on fuch princi-
ples, and organizing #ts pewers In fuch form, as to them
il feem moft likely to effedt their fafety and happinefs,
Piadence, indecd, will 'dictaie that governments long efla<
blifhed fould not be changed for light and tranfient caufes;
axd’accordingly all experience Yath thewn, that mazkind are
more difpofed to fuffer, whil¢ evils are fufferable, than to
right themfelves by abolithing the forms to which they 2re
accuftomed. But when a long train of abufes and ufarpa-
tions, purfuing invariably the fame obje&, evinces a defiga
To reducethem underablolute defpotifi, it is their righe, it
is their duty, to throw off fach government, and to provide
new'guards for their fature fecurity. Such Has been the pa-
tient fufferance of thefe colonies, and fuch is now the necef-
fity'which conflrains them to alter their former fyfiems of go-
vemment. The hiftory of thie prefent King of Great Britain
. 8 2 hiflory of 'repeated injuries and ufurpations, all having
“in dircét objedt the eftablihmznit of an abfolute tyranny over
thefe Rates,” "T'o prove this;"let falts be fubmitted t0 a candid
world, 4

He has réfufed his affent 10 laws, the moft wholefome and
neceffary for the public good.

He a2s forbidden his Governors to pafs laws of immediate
and prefling imp , unlefs fulpended in their operation
till his affent fhould be obtained § and, when fo fulpended,
hehasiateerly negledted to attend to them,

3

‘He has diffolved Reprefe Houfes repeatedly, for op-
‘pofing with manly Lrmnefs his invafions on the rights of tge
caple.

F Iﬂl]‘c has refufed for a long time, after fuch difiolutions, to
caufe others to be elefted ; whereby the legiflative powers,
incapable of annihilation, have returncd to the peogle at
large for their exercife ; the ftate remaining in the mean time
expofed 1o all the dangers of invafion from without, and con-
vulfions within, ‘

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of thefe
ftates; for that purpofe,obitruling the laws for naturaliza-
tion of foreigners; refufing to pafs others to-encourage their
migrations hither, and raifing the conditions of new appro-
priations of lands,

He has obftra&ted the adminiftration of juftice, by refuling
his affent to laws for eftablihing judiciary powers,

‘He has made Judges-dependant on his will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their
falaries,

He has ereted a multitude of new offices, and fent hither
fwarms of officers to harrafs our people, and eat out their
fobfiance,

He has keptamong us, in times of peace, ftanding armies,
without the confeat of our legiflatures.

He has affeCted to render the military independant of and
{uperior to the civil power.

He has combined with others to fobjet us to a jurifdition
foreign to our conftitution, and unacknowledged by our laws ;
giving his affent to their ads of tPretcnded legiflation :

For quariering large bodizs of armed troops among us:

For pmte&ing them, by a mock trial, from punifhment for
any murders which they fhould commit on the inhabitants of
thefe flates :

For cutting off eur trade with all parts of the world :

. For impofing taxes on us without our confent : -
b For depriving us, in maoy cafes, of the benefits of trial
y jury s

For tranfporting us beyond feas to be tried for pretended
offences:

For abolifhing the frce fyltem of Englifh laws in a neigh~
bouring province, eftablithing therein an arbitrary govern-
ment, and enlarging its boundaries; fo as torender it at once
an example and fit inftrument for introducing the fame abfo-
lute rule into thefc-colonies

For taking away our charters, abolithing our moft valuable
laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our govern-
ments:

For fufpending our ‘own legiflatures, and declaring them-
felves invefled with power to legiflate for us in all cafes
whatf -

He Has tefufed to pafs other laws for the ion of
large iftricks of people, unlefs thofe people would relinguith
the right of reprefentation in the legiflature, a right inefii-
‘mable-to them, and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called togecher légiflative bodies at places unafual,
uneamfortable, and diflant from the depofitory of their pub-
lic records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing then into com-
pliance with his meafures.

He has abdjcated government here by declaring us out of
his prote®ion and waging war againft us,

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt our
towns, and deftroyed the lives of our people,

He is, at this time, tranfporting farge armies of foreign
1nercenaries to complete the works ‘of death, defolation, and
tyranny, already begun with circumftances of cruelty and



perfidy {carcely paralleled in the moft barbarous ages, and
totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation,

He has‘conflrdined our fellow citizens takenccaptive onthe
high feas to bear arms againgt their country, to become the
‘exécutioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall them-
felves by their hands,

He hasexcited domeftic infurre@ions amongft us, and has
‘endeavoured to bring on the inhabisants of our frontiers the
metciléfs Indian Savages, whofe known rule of warfare is an
unciflinguithed-dettruction cf all ages, fexes and conditions.

_In-every ftage of theie-oppreflions we have petitiuned for re-
drefs in the mogt humble terms : Qur 1epeated petitions -have
‘been aniwered only by repeated injury, A Pnnce, whote
charafler 1s thus marked by every.aét which may, define aity-
fant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

‘Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our Dritith bre:
thren.  We have warned them from time to time ot attempts:
by their legiflature to extend an.unwarrantable jurifdiction

over us. 'We have reminded them of the circumit ot our
emigration and {ettlement here, Wehave appealed to their na«
tive jultice and snagnanimity, and we have;conjuredithem by

the ties of cur common kindred to difavow theie ufurpasions,
wbibh would inevitably anterrupt, our conpexiqnssand.cor-
rélpandence. They too have been deaf to she voice of juftice
and of confanguinity. We mul, ‘therefore, acquiefce in the
neeeflity, which denounces our feparation, and hold themy, |
as we hold the reft of mankind, epemics in war, in,peace,
friends,

‘We, e, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, in'GeneraL «ConGRESS
affembled, appealing to the.Supreme Judge of the world tor
the 1¢&@itude of our 1ntentibng, do, in the name, and by tau-
thority of the good people of thefe-colonies, fulemaly publith
and declare, that thele -United Colonies are, and of xight
qught to be, Freg, anp Ixperenpant STATES 5 that
they are ab{ lved trom all allegiance to the Britith Crown,
and that all political connexion between theinjand the finte
of ‘Great-Britain is and ought to he.totally diffolved ; and
that, as FREE AND INDEPENDANT STATES, they have full
power to levy war, conclude peace, coniradt alliances, eftablith
commerce, and to do alliother-aéts and things which Inpe-
PENGANT STATES may of right «dp.  And-for the fupport
of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of
Divine :Previdence, we mutually pledge to each other our
lives, our fortunes, and our facred honor,

‘Signed by ogprr and insgnaLy of ConNGRESS,

JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident.
-Atteft, CIBARLES THOMSON, Sec.
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