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A DECLARATION

By THE REPRESENTATIVES oF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
In GENERAL CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, ,

H E N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceflary for one People i IR .

;‘ith anot(l;;ri, andl tohaﬂhme Zmong It:lef Power: ;‘)f (the: Egzh.f ;& . fcpar‘:tc ::d d;%z:\:cszi‘;‘j‘d:g“\i lﬁf}:’dst\’:rchifilwl;a;; cﬁ"?m"d t‘!;cn‘a_

vature's entitle them, a decent Re to ihe Opiniont of Mank) : ’ ature and o

tw the Separation. h pett P nkind requires that they thould declare the caufes which impel them

We hold thefe Truths to be felfeevident, that all Men are created cqual, \ .

unalienable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit ot9 };Lppit::fts—t-h-c' {_l:: toc ?'S:: cclhh‘x. g’.ﬂr Crea‘tor with certain

inftituted among Men, deriving their juft Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Gover i ZL ights, Governments are
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or toabolifh it, and to inftitute new Government, laying its Foundatio nmcfn thcco.m‘ﬁ deftructive of thefe
its Powers in fuch Form, as 10 them fhall feem mott likely to effc@ their Safesy and Happine(s. Prudence, indeed w";l c:iq&uc Principles, and organizing
tablithed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath thewn, that M’ank'l d itatc that Governments long f-
Evils are fufferable, than to right themiclves by abolifhing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But wh’cn a lon Tr;f’ aff‘;\ ?Orc difpofed to ﬁ!ﬂ'cr, while
ing invariably the fame Object, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is thcgir Dlll't‘ o ‘}l,rcs and Ufurpations, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Sccurity. Such has been the patieng Sufferance of thefe Colonies; and fuch is r{;wu:f:e E;{Zc:gt;uck'(?\mcm{rtn oy
which conftrains

them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hittory of thc pre King of Great-Britain 3 : Ne
in dire@ Objcct the Eitablifhment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To :rovc this, let F alént:‘ b:: !i'fl.grzl;{t:g t;cﬁ?:gi‘]iq'\':rch ;"d Ufurpations, all

havin
Heg has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceflary for the public Good. ==
11x has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Impartance, unlefs (uf] i ; T
and when fo fuipended, he has uttcrl)fr.Pncgl céted to attcgd to thcm.p g mpartance, pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained ;
He has refuied to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftri&ts of People, unlefs . )
the Lciiﬂaturc. a Right incftimable to them, :l;(li formidable to Tyrag:ts only. pies thofe People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legitlative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from . . '
fatiguing them inte Compliance with his Meafures. the Depolitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
iie has diffolved Reprefentative Houfcs repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Rights of the P
Hz has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be eleted ; whereby the chiﬂativs Powers ¢ People. e
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion ﬁ-omcaf.'a:]c of Annihilation, have re-
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe Statcs ; for that Purpoie « bftructing the Laws for %ﬂlamralization of Ir?n wienout, and Convulfions within.
to encourege their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Approgriations of Lands. oreigners ; refufing to pafi others
He kas obftructed tic Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Liws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
Hs has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their € (fices, and the Amouit and Paym t f thei .
Hx has ere@®ed a Muliitude of new Offices,. and fent hither Swarms of Officegh to barrsh cur Dcopl:, and “}; Cf: ;)‘ their Salaries.
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armics, without the donfent of our chiﬂa-t:ucs out their Subltance.
Her has aftccted to render the Miil.itl:ry independent of and fuperior to the Cleil Power, '
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdiction forcign to our Conftitution, and unacknow .. )
prctended Legiﬂation; e ' aLLnO“ICdged by our Laws 5 gwving Lis Aﬁcnt to their Als of
For quartering l:‘rge Bodies of Al:mcd 'll'rcf)ops among us : )
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, frony Punithment for any Murders which the i .
For (}:utling o%' our Trade with all Parts of the World : y thould commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury : \
For tranfportinius beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in . neighbouring Province, eftablithing therein an arbitrary Gov .
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrament tor introduding the fame abfolute Rule into thefe ('Oiun.ic; e ernment, and enlarging its Boundarics, f.
For taking away our Charters, abolithing our meft valusble Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms ”i- 'o G
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves inveiled with Power to legiflate for us in all C l:r A?V"."”"’“S :
H: has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War againft us Hes whatloever.
He has plundercd our Seas, ravaged our Coalts, burnt our ‘Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armics of forcign Mer.cnarics to o mpleat the Works of [),,-..t}}, Defolatio d .
cumitances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the motl +.2arous . Ages, and totally unworthy th’c Head f‘." ?Q]"Tyra'nn.y, aircady begun with cj-
H . has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Scas to bear Are s » aaintt their Country, to 1 0 acive uz‘c(‘i x\",'“’"'
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. ° untry, to become the Exccutioners of their Friends an.d
H 1 has excited domeftic Inturre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabi 3 - ,
known Ruleof Warf.xrc,ris an unditinguithed Dettrution, of all Ages, Sexes and Cunditionzfllml Hants of our Frontiers, the mercilifs Indian Sava_es, whot’
I~ every ftage of «hefe Oppredions we have Petitioned for Redrels in the moft humble . . -
ed lnjury.’ A Prince, wlw_i'c Character is thus marked by every act which may define a 'I'\I-:a’:l:‘f,mi:sl;m(i:(::, ;i!‘;}':t.c‘[j{l[,‘r."m!"s ’-‘“c,l‘c’“ anfwered only by repeat-
N, & have we been wanting in Attentions to our Brtith Erethrea. We have warned them from Time to Time of ;tr ot 4 frec People, '
unwarrantable Jurifdlél.ion over us. We huve reminded them ot the Circum@tances of our Eamizrration and .\ctdcmcm‘l l.tc.mpt\s !‘}' thew Legifliture to oxterd an
Juttice and Muagnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ticcof our comnion Kindred to Jitavow thete Ulurpati ):“' 1 ,“' have appealed to thair nativ.
Conneétions and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juthice and of Confanguinit We ;.1}1();:.,‘ which, weuld nevit.bly irte TRt Cue
denounces our Scparation, and hold them, a< we hold the ret of Mankind, Fnemies in War, inbl’c m’-’. Fri ; liliml » theretore, acquictee in the Necedivny, wis &
Wi, tharcfore, the Reprefentatives of the UNTTE D STATLSOF AMIERI ('. A’ inﬂ:'..' . ’
ealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Re'‘titude of our Intentions, do, in the Nume, and 'b Aut!, ; N. " ? L CoNoRrFEos, Affntlad, e
:m'.ll_v Pabhith and Declare, That thefe United Colunies are, and Ufl(igh: ought to be, Foor r’ AN D)' 1~ l(rnl? of the g(md P(.'uplc ot thete Colonies, 1.
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Connection between them and the H‘al: :l'l(;‘r: :’l" NS TATE 5 e they e
folved ; andthatas Frre ANp INDErENDIN T S1oarrs, they have full Power to levy War, condl ‘;_'l,r"“'"" 15 and oughe 13- totally o1,
Commerce, and to doall othee Actsand Things which I8 perrspEsr STaves may of ight Ao An‘i';.‘f l‘-“."- contradt Ablunces, athe
firm Reliance on the Pretedtion of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocachh other vur Lives, our l'.l;HLInC.\: and (‘)u:’:i:t‘;‘?;"z:‘rfu this Daclar on, wath o

Sigmed 1y Qg and i Benavy of the Conanpss
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