By the Representatibes of the fcople of
West Florida,
A DECLARATION. .
Ttis known) tothe,world ‘with how much’
fidelity the good peoplesof this teyyitory have
pofessed and.mamtained allegiance to their
legitimste soveveign' while any hope 1emained
of teceiving from him protection for thelr pro-
pexty and lives,y Witholt sraking 'any un-
necessary fanovation in_the cstablished princi-
plesof the government, we had voluntajily
adopted ceitain reghlations in cyneert with
aur first magistrate tor the expresy purposenf
*preserving this tersitory and shewing odr
attaghment to*the  government which had
hetetofore protected us. - "Thiscampact, which
wd énbered jnto with, good faith on bnr part,
il fargver temein an honorable (estiniony «f
apr, dpiightintentions and inviolable fidelity to
ow' king aud patent country, while so much as
a shiadow of legitimate authorily 1emained to
bé exercised over.us. We sought only a
speedy 1emedy for such evils as seemed to
endanger our existence and prosperity, and
were encouraged by onr-governor with solemn
promises of assista 1 petation.  But
those imeaswmes which were intended for opr
presetiation, he has endeavored to pervert
intoan engine of destructjon by encouraging,
in theé most pevfidions mafver the violation of
ardinayces sanctioncd and established by him-
scit adithe Taw of the land,

“Being thus left witliout-any hope of protec-
tiah frnm"thc’x’nb%l_n‘c:r country, by being betray-
ed by a magfitiate' whose duty it wasto have
provtded for the safety and ty; anquility of,the:
people nud goveriment committed to his !
‘chiuge, and exposed;toall the evils of a stale
of aliurchy, ‘wllu_ch‘w;e,, h:\"e'sqlpng'ngmlcuvuur-
&d toayert;"lt becomes our,duty,to provide
fOF ougown secwmity w3 n, fréghng independ-
ent'state, absalved:from’ all ‘allegiance to &
govérnment which ho'longer photects da, «

"We,therefor e, the répresentatives aforesaid,
appealing,to the Sipreme ruler of , the, world
for the'rectitude of our fitentions, do solemnly
“pulifish und dectard the sti'eval districts com-

posing this teyritory of \Wést Floridu tobe a
Sfree ‘and indifiendent state, und, that they
Hate 7 vight to jnstitute, fur themselves such
foreh of governinent ud they fuky think condu-
cive of their safety apd “happingss—to form
thcaties—to establish cemmerce—to provide
for thelr common defence,.and for. all acts
w}bich,m.\y of vight be,done,by a sotcreign and
iiidépendent nation, At the sape time decla-
ring all acts within the said tetvitory "of West
Tlorida aftur this date by "any” tribunal or au-
thiprities, not Yeriving their powers from the

+pceple agreenble'to the provisions of this con-,
vention, to be nultand void-~and ealling upon
all forelge patlons to réspect’this ours declard-|
tiodf, ‘acknowledging.our independence, ahd
giving ug snch aid 85, may , be consistent with
the liws and usafes ofiationd, 2w

| ‘[his declaration madevin cotyettian at the

‘ ‘town.of, Bhton Ronge, on the 26th day of

\

Septembev, Ih the yearof our Lord oue thou-

sandeight, hundréd’yand ten—We the re:

Sy presehtatives in” tlie name and on hch{vgg'of

“odv-coitstithents’dld heveby” kolemnly pledge
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