By the President of the United States a[' =

America— A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas the Territory south of the
Mississippi tenitory, and  eastward
of the river Mississippi and extending to’
the river Popdido, of which possession
was not delivered to the United States in
pursuance of the treaty concluded at Pa-
rison the 30th of April, 1803, has at a1l
times, as is well known, been considered
and claimed by them, as being within

the tolony of Louisiuna conveyed by the |

said treaty in the same extent that it had
in the hands of Spain, and that it had
when France originally possessed it,
And whereas the ucquiescence’of the
United States in the temporary continu-
ance of the said tefiitory under the Span-
ish authority was not a distrust of their
titley as hes been particularly evinced by
the pencial tenor of their laws, and by
the distinction made in the wpplication of
those laws between that territofy and fo-
reizn countiies ; but was occasioned by
their conciliatory views, and by a confi-
dence in the justice of their cause ; and
in the snccess of candid discussion and

amicable negocistion with™s just and

fiiendly power,

Andwhereas asatisfactoly adjustment
too long delayed, without the fault of the
United States, has for some time been
entirely suspended by events over which
they had nocontioul s and whereas acii-
sis has at length atrived subversive of the
order of thingsunder the Spanish autlori-
tes, wherely a failure of the United
States to tuke the seid territory into its
possession may Icad to events ultimately
contravening the views of hath partics,
whilst in the mean time the tranquiliry
and security of our-adjoining’ territaties
are endangered, and new facilities given
to violations of cur resenue and com-

an
ai

merciatlaws,and of these probibiting the |

iutroduction of slaves ¢
Considering morcaver, that under
these pecutiur and finperative circum-
stances, a fuibearance on the part of the
United States to occupy the tenitary in
question, and thereby yuard against the
confusions & contingenciey which threat-
en ity might be constiued into a derelic-
tion of their title, oc aa insensibility to
the importance of the stuke: considere
ing that in the hands of the United States
3t will not cease to be 3 subject of faivand
friendly adjustment; considering finally
that the acts of Congress though contem=
plating a present possession by a foreipn
authority, have cuntemplated also an e«
ventual possession of the said tertitoty
by the United States and are uccording-
ly so framed as in that case to extend in
their operation to the same : Now be ft
known, that I, JAMES MADISON,
President of the Upited States of Amere
ica, in pursuance of these weighty and
urgent considerations, have deemed’it
rightand requisite, that possession should
be tuken’of the said territory in the name
and behalf of the United States,, \Vit-
tiam C C. Claiborne, Governor of the
- Orlears territoly, of which the said ter-
 itory is to be taken as a part, will acedr-
» dingly proceed taexecute tho same ; ind



o exercise over the s2id territory the au-
-thotities and functions Yegully appertain-
ing to his office.  And the good people
“inhubiting the sune, ste invited ond en-
joined ta fhay due respect to him in that
character; to be abedient to the laws j
to maintain order ; tocherish harmony §
andin every manner to condu.t theme
selvcs us peaceable citizens, under full
assurance, that they will be protected in
the enjopment of their fiberty, propesty &
religion.  In testimony whereof, I have
» caused the seal of the U, States to be
hereunto affixed and signed the same
with my hand. Done at the city of
Washington the 27th day of Qct. A D,
1810, and in the thirty fifth year of the
#dependence of the suid U. States.

(signed) JAMES MADISON.
By the President, *
R. Savimify Secretary of State




