BASEBALL INSIDE

YOUNG LDITOR TOLD SOME
| THINGS OF THE GIME IN
! THE EARLY DAYS.

‘Went Home for a Meal and Foutid His
Fatber Perusing the Sporting See-
tion amd in Humor 10 Teil Him
Some Things About the Game as 1t
Was Played Back In the Six-
ties,

‘The young baseball editor snatched
an hour te take a meal at home, and
found the old gentleman still snort-

Glant Kiders
in disgust, throwing down his paper

gage of hattle before the
young man had time to remove his
hat. “But what does jt all amount
to, anyway? Your clubs are all
squads of hired men, and the pennant
flies over the squad that's backed by
the most money."

“Oh, I hope iU's not so bad as that,

dad. Don’t go too far, for I might
want to take you to the next serles
wlth lhe Biants.
least” persisted the old gentle-
m.m, m a more moderate tone and
manner, “there's nol half the fun in
the game as when I was a boy and
plaved rounders and town ball in
l'huadelnhla Jemima! How we used
1o sock It at the xmy trying to make
the bases; hit him in the head—any-
wWhere lo put him out!”

“1 would hate to get a ball in the
head, or even the small of the back,
the way they shoot them in to first
and second nowadays,” remarked the
cub laughing.

can remember only too well,
when I was about 11, along in _the
forties, how pa came home from New
York, after une of those trips abroad,
and told how they were getling to-
gether urllformcd men 1o play ball on
thelr =o-called Elysian flelds. I felt
A sinking of the heart even then, as if
the game wax being throttled as &
popular sport.”

With this came a resounding thump
against the brick wall, followed by a
loud shout wutside. The old gentle-
man ran 4o the window, rather red in

H you what, bub* he con-
tinued, “if thnse young Indians aren't
a little more careful I'll have Reiily
after them.”

“As I was saying.” he resumed.
lsnor(ng the cause of lhz Interruption,
“J felt as If we Uboys were
crowded out by the regular men's
clubs. but my heart went clear be-
low zero after I had.been playing 10
years lnnger and quite a young man
—I it was in 1857 when the
hmb&ll associations organized and
framed up regular rules. Then pretty
soon thero were little books afloat,
with the national rules in them.
Everything got. onto a cut and dried
basis. No more chance for personal
opinions. When any good, old-fash-
ioned suuabble comes up, out comes
a rule from somebody’s hip

pocket. Rrooklyn came to the front
with a pretty good club about this
!Im? and had a serlescof games with

New York on the ruce course at Ilush-
ing, I. 1. The familyiwas about mov-
Ing to Chicago, but dad and I saw
one good
Yorks a!ld Brooklyns hefore we came

g
Lh

[Wis. ana some other cities, in _the
lget year of the -war, shen a
many of the boys were coming home
after playing with hotter balls than
they ever handled in the diamond—I
think it was in 1865 that they formed
the Northwestern Association of Ama-
teurs. Of course, I was then’ out of
the game and In buslneﬂs. but I sﬂll
was mighty glad to go
went an‘d qugraheﬂ with the other uld
boys,. when the Dexter ball
grounds were opened In June, 1867;
but 1 am sorry to say that the Rock-
fords gave the Excelsiors a trouncing.
1 commenced to get a little resigned to
professional baseball when, aiter these
amateur champions of the Northwest
had beaten the Natlonals of Washing-
ton—the FEastern champlons—and
thought ﬂle earth was then, they
‘were tam: in four games, by the
Clncln‘nnﬂ REd the first salaried
team in the country, and for a time
invincible.

e Rockfords of 1369 were worse
than ever. The papers were now full
of baseball, and they all agreed that
when Chicago was up against Rock-
ford she was simply puddlng. 'l'hat
year the Rockfords wen 20 o f the
24 games they played—the Cln:lnna(l
Reds won the 4; they made & total
of 1,812 runs against 287 for their
opponents. and, to give you an idea
of some of the games, they won from
the Harvards by 110 to 10, and the
Libertys of Sprlngﬂeld by 101 to 13.
Well, it was Rockford tbat brought
about that meeung in the Bri
House in 1869, when Potter Palmer,
Phil_Sheridan, C. B. Farwell, George
M. Pullman, David A. Gage and other
heavy inen put up their money and
boucht some star Eastern players to
make up a Chicago club. They were
sent South to practice. The Rockford
papers made fun of these foreigners,
but when our White Stockings beat
them 28 {0 14—15 runs in the first

Inning—"
Bui they were nothing but Lom-
mon hired men, were they, dag?”

“Well, perhaps not, hllt Chicago
had « club at last that it didn’t_have

Although T
didn't like 1o see it, I couldn’t help
It, when, in 1871, was formed the
National Assoclation of Professional
Baseball Players, and in 1875 thelr
owners organized the league. The
first season after the association was
formed the Athletics, of Philadelphia,
were first, Boston second and Chicay
third. The Rockfords were the last
of the bunch. but the White Stockings
did not feel like crowing so much, be-
cause young Spalding, whom every-
body said Chicago could never beat,
had joined the Boston professionals.
‘Whea Boston »on the pennant fo
872, 1873, 1574 and 1875, with that
‘*naldlng still shooting them over the
plate. Jt was a bitter pill for Chicago
but she took her medicine humbly un-
Ul 1876, nhen she corralled him her-
self and won the championshup.”
here docs Captaim Ansan’ come

n

“He comes Into the White Sox
crowd just at this stage of the game.
He had been playing, two years with
the Philadeiphia Athletics—and a
long, raw-boned, heady. good natured
player he was (oo, When the Ath-
letics and the Bostons, as crack teams
of the country, made their tour to
England in 1874, Anson and Spalding
struck up the friendship which Il
never falled to this day, and two years
later joined the White thCkl“SE to-
gelher. Anson played first base, No
baseball crank in the United States
need be told what he played for a
generation or 'so aftetward. When
he an\l Spalding were In their prine

Ch 0 had no difficulty in recogniz-
lllg bawbﬂll as Lhe national game—
taok !hc pennant in *76, "80, '¥1, ‘82,
’85 and '86. Boston hsd w Joug string
of vi lorles. 100—'717, 91, "92.

guwne between the old New |with

anay.

“How did it h now?"”

“Honest, now, bub. there was na
comparison. With that six and one-
half ounce ball, rubber center. cov-
ered with yarn and leather; bat as
long as 30u want it; pitcher moving
around as free us vou please. Just so
that he kept 45 feet. from the home
base; no spitting ou balls, twists or
outlandish curves. but straight pitch-
10g; all he had to do, actordmg to the
rules. was to get his ball ‘as near as
vossible to home hate.' No compari-
son between then and now.”

“T should think.” put in bub, “that
such rules would not freeze n gam
very smr. or even have bothered you
very mud

“It was had enough to have rules,”
persisted the veteran, “but those were
Inely gumes compared to what thev
ure now. With a stick long enough
to reach a ball within 10 feet of )ou
and such a lively hall that the good
hitters could knock it a hundred feet
heyond the fielders—those were games
fo natch! And they had scores  to

heep vour blood warm in those days
but the biggest scores that I remeni-
ber were runvup in Illinols.
ference makes me tired.”
gentleman wearily. “If you can have
a twenty Inning game. with a score
of 2 1o 1, like that one between Chi-
¢ago and Philadelnhia last year, 30ou
think iUs great. In the fifties and
slxtle! ‘\hon the Knickerbocker Mu.

New York,

tuals, of the Baitles. of
umoklnu Jand_the Tilinls Rockfords
were play it wean't a game

until al’(er You'd piled vp from 50 to

dad. TDon't mix fish stories
\\llll baseball S

e ay gospel. and the records
wHI prove iL although when I came
to Chicago with the family. the daily
vapers weren't giving my=h attention
to the game. 3 sas Tooking over the
old Press, rat, Jourral an
Tribune the other day and not a re-
Port of A baseball game could T find
for *57, though I know the Unfans
were organized the jear before,
crowd, ‘he Lxcelslore. came In about
the same time; al<o the Atlantics. and
there was a husky club of country
Iada from Downer's Grove. The great
ball grounds in those days were at
the corner of nhat are now Harriron
and Halsted. Washlngton and Sheldon
and ia front of the old Bull's Head
Tavern, at Ogden avenue and Madison.
But, as T said. for a number of years
the parers ceemed to give the game
the cold !houldrr; Cricket and hoat«
Ing h he e Chicago Tte-
gatta and n-.e
v Her m«g-uy’u British Coneul, had
the menopoly nf the sporting col-
urane, with an oceasionat ord.fashloned

Prize MKt In a saloon—fine, 35 a side.”
“Well. when aid lhe chuaxu papers
commence to limber

e firet Mord l rm.lld find was
in the old D: at of Septem-
her 14, ‘IRJB." replied the veteran

an aje of Suthfm:ﬂnn.
“It preserved fn tl
nbllc brints the great game b-hwvn
nions and the Excelsiors—30 to
}l.—rancer Emall ecore, but a
fame. I rememher we had a counie
of younc »hyslclans for scorers. but
Hdn’t need their orofessional services.
though reveral mualls came up that
the mies didn’t neem to aveli—nor the
umples cither. Later the Atiantics
Rot Lo be the Chicagn chamnlons, but
for several vears were made misers
#ble. ns well as all the other loral
el:‘:ﬂ ’“‘l"‘o:«:“"ﬂ“ wane of clerke
- oRtry boye, the Rockfords--—
Spaldinz. pitcher. oras=al
“Stlil we were all amateurs in those
dave_ and’the clude of Chicago. Rock+
ford, 5’”3"" ‘i}nnlton, l{nd!wn,

©
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~ {handie of a baseball bat.

4 {with Ruffalo, in '89 when he played

Crickat, Ciub, fatnered |58

&lme 1550 ‘the American league
came In, the players aie too many and
change too often. with fresh offers of
#alary, for me o take much interest

in the game. But, bub,
Glan!s come around again, it
happen 1o have an hour to spare, old
dad \\ouldu t obfect to secing a game
or two.”

“So you don’t take any more inter-
e=¢ in the boys who are playing to-
reflected bub.

"I\ot 80 much in the boys as in the
game. When I get to thinking about
the old crowd I go uround to the City
Hall and hate a chat with Cap Anse.
Saw him the other day, The old
baseball red hasn't worn oft yet: but T
notice that being cvoped up In an of-
fice gives him a ‘cough. Poor fellow!
I don’t believe he breathes right yet,
unless he! belng baked by dlamoud
sun. But he was glad to see
and lulk about {he bat wlelders ul
20 and 30 years ago. 1 had a list In
my hand. ‘Let's see it.” he,s4ys, ‘put-

down the telephone receiver,
\\|I|lll 1 noticed he handled like the
“Yes, there's

when the

Barnes, of Chicago: he led in '76. I
belleve he's on the badrd here. White,
of Boston, headed the. batters In '77.

He'a in Buffalo in the optical line with
his brother. Irymple the Cream
City leader of '78, was in this room
nnly a4 few days ago.
“He was a brakeman before be
broke into the hauehall game, and he
as refurned to the rallroad business.
nson. of *79. Here. you've got him

down twice. Yes, that's right—'79,
Sl and '88. Gore, of Chlcago, led us
n '80. 'The last I heard of Gore he

was in New York City~—at the hdr. or
2 first class waiter at a  restaurant.
Big Dan Brouthers led the heavy hit-
ters four years, which Is the record,
so far—in *82 and ’§3, when he was

with Boston lnﬂ In 92 when he was
“Iih Brool
“Dan I3 s"ll In the game—
O'Rourke, who was with Buﬂllo wh‘n
his name headed the batting average
of *34. They are both in the New
England league. 1 belleve O'Rourke
has the franchire for the Waterbury,
Coun., club. Connors. the star batter
f °83, 1s also playing In New England.
Mike Kelly, the great l!||~l'ﬂum‘l player
of Chicago, who led in , 1s d 'n'l.
uby, who came from the T 8 Jeagu
and wlelded the heavy stick i *90 aml
s gone, too. Kt Whﬂ
played with Pittsburg in *93 and w-
the drum major of the batters for um

*91—h

ball  grounds: Hugh
Durrr. formerly of Chi¢ago, you know
now as (he manager of the Phlmdel-

hias. He was a Bean Eater in ‘94
when he headed the list. At thia polnt
I broke off.” concluded the old gentle-

man. “The others on the list were 2l-
together too recent.”

“And still, dad. 1¢ is the Giant Kil-
lers who are holding up Chicago's end
of the (Fme 2o far this yea

bub: and remember, though

1 don't fake much interest 1o the boya

nr today. I do enjoy a good game, and

don't forget when thg,ulanu. o the
Phlllle& or, the Pirhtes. or. the——

t the yeung baseball ‘editor had |
ﬂnlnhed his home visit and was on the ||
Bun for the office=Chicago Inter ||

cean,




