FAMOUS BALL PLAYER INTENDS T0 AUN
BASES, FRON THIRD T0 FIRST

Norman Elberfeld, the famous
guardian of the New York Highland-
ers’ ghort fleld garden, has iavented,
or rather, figured out a brand new
baseball game. Elberféld's idea, it
given a thorough trial  next spring,
will no doupt create, & mild sensation
in the baseball world,

The scheme is most unlque from &v-
ery“angle. In fact, Bt first {nought
the.average ert would be prone 16
Taugh at “Shorty’s” fdea, put after, the
innovation is fully explained the Iden

grows upon one ast, and many com-
binations for new plays appear.

Here's the basls for Mr, Ebedekl’
geme: The man who originally “In-
‘vented” the present game, or the o}l
Zames of town ball, Tounders and oid
cat, from which it sprung, was evie
dently a right-handed  athlete—na
also batted right-handed, and when
e hit the ball his first move was to
Tun or start to the right, or what 1s
now called first base, thus followlag
out that natural cheracteristls of
almost cvery human being to use his
right hand, right foot and move in'that

atrection,
JUST AS GOOD

Thus we have been chasing down to
first ever since, Now comes the littls
St. Louls boy with an dea which is
Just as good as that of the original
“inventor” of, the game,

Tnstead of compelling every bais;
man to run to first base after hitting
the ball, “Shorty” suggests that the
fipst batsman up in each Inning have
the right to choose—on the quiet-~
whether he shall run to fjrst or third
base, Then If he males a bingle and
brenks for third he will bo compelled
to chase to second, across to first and
then come home from that side of tha
dlamond, Of course the batsmen w10
follow him in each taning must co-
th-me to make the circut ‘the same

~

The Inflelders and outfleldery as
wéll will be “up In the air” when
the first batter comes up. They will
have to trust to luck to get him or
try to outguess him, The third base-
men will have to be a combination of
Yboth & first and third baseman, Ani
over at sack No. 1 the pentleman
there will have to do third hase dutv
and also work as a first sacker,

ERE FUN COMES IN

The uncertainty of just waers the
batsman will make for {s where tha
fun will come in. If he makes up h's
mind to head for third he will natur-
ally try to crack one against the flvs*
bagehdn’s shins, thus making him
the third sacker for the inning. Tals
‘will make the mecond sacker the short-
stop ang the shortstop the second

sacker,

With the runners continually reve s
ing thelr direction on the bases, tte
inflelders would gradually develop in-
to all-round Infelders, “Dead wings”
on first would be a thing of the pas* .
&3 Mr. First Sacker would have to be

there with that long swing across to
third, Then the pitchers would got &
whole lot of exercise chasing over fo
thira one moment and then switching
aver to cover flst on bunts,

The !dea would keep every man on
the infleld awake, Xt would cortataly
male 8 ,hit, with the fans, aa it would
do away With a lot of mechanical bat-
ting and tlelding. Then the shortstop |
and second sacker would haye to be f
men who could work'to botn right and/’
lett, sldes — ot one:siders as many’
of taem are at present. The ides, 19 |
not a bad one. Why wouldn't it b3
Just as proper to run to third as first
atter making & hit? It would create 2 |
lot of excltement in the stands,

A BASEBALL INVENTOR

mbertem 1s dead serfous about this
new game, Ho has the backing of
Monager Glark Grftith as well, Ebec«
feld, be It known, 1s one of the brain-
fest thinkers In the baseball world.
He and Gritfitn are credited with be-
Ing the originators of the “squeeze”
play and many other winaing points
of the game.

‘Elberfeld sprung the famous “stand
Ing steal” thiy year, He figured this
wteal out whils he was lald up in New
York suffertag from g fractured shin‘
bone, due to his_having eolllded wita
George Stane at second b

“Shorty,” anxlous to cllminato the
Jong, dangerous slding of basemen in-
to second. lined up his scheme lika

Viislead of darlelng off fiyst
irylng to steal second on every
pltched, T will slmply loaf & few
off the sack and not worry the pltch-
er, Then he will think I have no idea
to steal, Thig also throws the catcher
off as well.

WON'T BE LOOKING

“When & slow ball Is sent over 1
will Jump into tha alr and leg for a
second. The yecond baseman and tie
shortstop won't bo there, because they
were not looking for me — Rea?”

*The “k1d” worked this system out
perfectly. He was on first, “Jawing’
with Tom Jones, tlowly but surey
stealng his way toward second.

‘Powell never noticed him, netther did
0'Connor, Then Powell sent over one
of his floaters, and the "kid”  broke
like an express train for second.
Rockentleld and Martzell were dumb-
founded, and O'Connor was so  su™
prised that he actually couldn’t get tas
ball away.



