MR. CORMAN IN
REAL NEW ROLE

WILL DECID® ON THE ORIGIN OF
- BASEBALL.
—
Maryland Senstor, Who Ix an Old.
time Malfplayer, Accepts Mem-
bersklp of Comminsien Which
kul Pass Upom an Tmperiant
Quentlon —Senntor Bulkeley In
Ancther Member—a. G, Spalding
at Head of Mevement ta Bettle

Mooted Point.

Sengtor Arthur -P. Gormam, of Mary,
land, has taken upon himeelf additicen!
duties and imporiant responsibilities, and
& soon to appeer i & real new role, He
wiil 8nd time aside from his ardwous task
of running the Democrutic machine In
Maryland, and io piloting the Democratic
minority i the United Blates Bebate
uround perlious rocks and over tempestn-
ous wares, to declde with otber gentle
men the mooted question of thbe origla
of baseball. His work in his new feld
wiil not begln untll next December, when
the electlon in Maryland wlll be ao
event of the dim paat, and when the Pos
dlatranchising. amendment wilt have been
‘fnterred under a weeplog willow tree.

Mr. Gorman bas sent’ the following let-
ter to Mr. A. G. .Bpalding, who axked
him o serre as & member of the Base-
ball Historical Commission:

United States Senate,

. Conference of tbe Minorlty.
Mr, L. G. Hy-ldlnf, New York city:

Mr. Dear Sir—I1 bave the pleanure of
lckuuwlod.lgf the recelpt of yoeur com-
munication the 284, (o which you In-

rm me that I have beem elected ay a

L] ¥
member of the commission to determine,
it possible, the origin of nll.

s 1yau ean resdlly uuderstand, I have
vary little time to devote to matters otheér
thah tbose which clalm iy attention here.
1 shail be glad, however, commodate
you in- this conpection, :MY g9 very
tarerully over all the dats w may
furnished by Mr. Sullivan, and make such
suggestionn as %L‘ur t? niu, -

el gt ou]
o Ve PRk,
Senmtor Bulkeley:
Other membets of the commlisslon ar
Ex-Governor Morgan G. Bulkeley, now
United Btates senator from .Comnecflent,
and the frst president of the -Natlonal
‘Lesgue; Mr, A. G. Mills, of New: York,
an enthuisstio baliplayer before and dur-
{og the Clvil War aud the third president’
of the Natlonal League; Mr, N..E. Young,
ot Washington, D. C., & veteran ball-
player £nd the firat secretary and sfter-
wards the fourth president of the Nation-
al League; Mr. Alfred J. Reach, of Phila-
deiphis, and Mr. George Wright, of Boe-
ton, both ‘well-known as two bf the moat
famous ballplayers in thelr day, sud Mr.
James . Solllvan, secretary of  the
Amatecr Athletic Unfon. |
Mr. Gorman Is an old-time ballplayer
who many years ago was president of
the famous old National Baseball*Club .of
Washington. Not until & few years ago
iid he abandon back-yard 2
It was biz delight-to “fre’” hot balls at

'
1

bls mon, now senator from Howard comn-i-

ty. It was-a charming t to
father and son at practice, to watich the
eagerness with which each triedtoburnthe
other's hands 'and to notes the amile
which played around the lips of one
when the other winced after ‘‘taking in"
A “hot ome.” . T
Benstor Buikeley has written a8 fol
lows to Mr. Spelding: -
“[ shall ba glad to co-operste as one of
1. committee to exsmine such data as
may be placed Lefors. us to enable us to
decids a# to whether what iz Ruowo ax
the national game of baseball I of
Ameriean or English-origin. A conveutent
tlime for both .Benxtor Gorman aod my-
wif wotild be when we are located
ihe ‘natlonal capital for the winter, and
['presume that will be equally convenient
for Mr. Young and Mr. ach, both™ of
whom - could readily come to the capital

practice;. for |

for such as were
In looking over the ovidence submitted
tar conalderation,” . g

Benstor Bulkeley's suggestion as {o the ]
time of the commisslon’s meoting has
been adopted and the merabers will con-
ter in Waskington in. December.

. A Mootled Quention.

It will be a difcult question to declde
the much mooted question of the azigin
of baseball, for authorities differ. In fact,
bageball archaeclogists are just now hav-
Ing the time of thelr llvén. They seem to
take unprecedented rivalry in .poring over
old-time books and -perlodicxis, in rexding
moldy, time-yellow lettera relating
the question and. In searching 'for the
ggay-Raired old.sportamen Who wers in-
terested in baseball in its infancy. Thess
Iatter, it {s thought, wlll.cast especially
valuable Light on some phases of the con-
troversy, which Are now matters of con-

Jecture. R’
Mr., Bpaldipg, it lg well known, favors

the theory that the nationsal game bad its
origin_in" the old coloatal game of ‘‘one
old cat.” He says:

'One old cat was played by three boys
~a tBrower, catcher and batsman. The
latter, after striking the ball, ran to &
goal about ‘30 feet dlstant, and by return-
fog to the batsman’s position withost
belng put out, counted one run or tally.
Two old cat was played by four or more
boys with two batsmen placed about 40
feat apart. Three old cat was played by
»ix or more boys with three datsmen, the
xround being Iaid out-in shape Of = tri-
angle. Four old cat was ed by elght
or moére boys with grounds lald cut' in
shape of a square. Four old cat requirsd
four throwers alternsting s catchers and
four batsmen, the ball belng passed from
ane corner to the next arousd the square
Individual wcores or tallles wera
credited to the batsman making the bit
and running from one coraer t.u the next.

il la

e Ing:
anggested that one thrower be placed 1o
the center of the square, which brought
nine players into “the game, and which
also made it possible to change the game
Into teama or sides, one side flelding and
the other side battiog, This was fof many
years known s the old game of town
ball, from which the present game of
baseball may have had fts origin.”

Claims Origin From Crieket.

Mr. Hemry Chadwick, “The Father of
Baseball” (who Iy by birth aa English-
man), ez the contrary, argues that the
game sprang from the old English pas-
time, “rodnders.”” Btill another well
known baneball writer states that he
ean prove that one of the founders of the
old Kniekerbocker Basebail Club, of New
York, said to be the first regular strictly
baseball team ever organized, came onto
the feld one dsy in the early fortles with
the ‘origipal game of basedall worked oat
on & plece of paper. His description, 1t 1a
_claimed, canght the fancy of the players
of that time and the game was adopted
then and there. .

Thus it will be seen that the commis-
slon has no eaay task to discharge, It
must consider those claims spd theories,
and a dowen others, sift the chal from
the wheat and proceed th & view to
conmdering every particle of evidence, no
matter how unimportant it at first weems.

Mr. Henry Rargent, of (rafton, Mass,
has furnished Becretary Sulllvan, of the
Hintorical Commission, with many usetul
facts. He says in part:

“Untli about 1830 the ball game played
in Massachusetta was call asaachu-
setts round beil. No game called town
ball wee knewn In Maseachusetts, We
that in Englasd a pame
callsd roundees was played. We be
Hlave that round ball was diatinctively an
Amaciean game. Four old cat and three
014 cat we regard ag derivativés of round
ball. In a match geme of ronnd hali
there weee 14 Piayers on a ride. Bases
were called grals, There were fonr goals

. played as long

01 a1l was certalnly an

atmply a8

sach base, and swing around two or three

times, owing to his tmpetor.”

. Round Ball and Medera Ball
Continulng, Mr. Sargent . states that

says.Mr, Gravas, “wex invented by Abner

Doubleday, of Coopersiown, N. ¥,, either

the spring prior or followlng the ‘Log

Cabin _and - Hard Clder’ campaign of

General . Willlam H. - Harrison. for the
d D

baseball was first hetrd of in M
satts just before the ‘beginning of the Civil
War, whei It was known ag “The New
York Gama of Ball’ Owing to the ing
frequency of the old-time games of bawe-
ball, nays Mr. Bargent, Interest in the con-
teat was far greater, comparatively, than
at present. R

Whether or not round ball developed
from the English game 0f rounders is u
‘point meriting considerntion by the com-
misslon. As also Is the questlon of rels
tion, If any, between round ball and mod-
ern basedall,

Mr. George H. Btoddard, former poat-
master and s leading citizen of Upton,
Mass., will undorbtedly prove a sonrce of
considerable- information for the commin-
sion. He cosalders the modern game of
baseball vastly isferfor, In point of skill,
0 the old-fashloned game. Mr. Btodd

as an active player of round ball in bis

outh. . He belleves that round bali was
g0 as when Upton first be-
came diguifed with the name of
As the town was foupded in 1785, round
aute-Revolutionery
pastime. Mr, Stoddsrd knows tbat round
ball was played by his father In 1520, ang
be has the tradition from ats parent that
two generations before, directly after the
Revolution, 1t was played, sud was Dot &
novelty even. then, Roudd bail wa, io
act, the game of the perfod. Not until
1850,. or theresbouts, did It become the
mediun of contests between teams from
oppoaing towns. Up to that time It was
played only by boys of the same town,
a Jocal sport. B 'S
A Game im 1850,

Mr, 4 haz & P
clippings uucrg.uve of all the match

es of the Upton Exeelsiors, & well-

Rown Massachusetts team, of which he
was president and one of- its moet capa-
ble players. The Worcester Dajly Spy of
Qctober 12 and 18, 1850, describes st
Jength a great game between the Upton
Excelalors and the Medway Unionn (the
TUnlon Club, of Medway). This game wai
the first, accordlng to several autborities,
at which an admission fee was charged.
Five hundred dollara was offered by Bill
Lawrence, of the Mechanics' Club, of
Worcester, to the Airst team that scored
100 runs. The coutest Jasted two daym.
The Uptons won, scoring 100 runt to
Medway's G8. A total number of 189 fu-
nings were played. The “hases” were
wooden -stakes. The “thrower” (pitcher)
stood 85 feet from the “'Emocker. One ot
the rules wis as foliows:

_“If a player while running the bases

Bit with the ball thrown by one of the
opposite side before he has touched the
home bound (bourdary) while off & base,
Be aball be ont."”

Calvin Judson Fiske, the beat “thrower
for the Medways, 's now living in Ml
ford, Mase,

Mr. Btoddard aleo belleves that the
ri-mountain Ciub, of Boston, played
roundball before it became acquainted
with basebell. Mr. Btoddsrd says:

“Four old cat and three old cat were
as well known to Massacbusetts boyk as
‘was roundball. My fatber played them
between 1800 and 1820, The games then
bore about the same raiatlon to rdunders
that ‘scrub’ no wbears to baseball - If
the boys assembled and found that there
were not enough on hand to make up &
team. for roundbabl, they would content
themselves with four old cat or three old
cat.”

Way Baek in 1822

Timothy Taft, now lving in Worceater,
aged 87, played roundball aa eatly ay 1822,

7. A. Mendum, of @1 Duadley street,
Dorchester, Mass., in snother member o
the early ball-playiug fraternity who en-
ters the lists agalost Mr. Spelding. Ac-
cording te Mr. Mepdum, who s now 83
years 0id, basebail did not orlgluate with
ihe formation of the Knirkerbockers, of
New York, September 23, 1845, a date fre-
quently meutioned In this connection. On
the comtrury, he atates that 15 years be.
fore that time, In 1880, he, with other
pupfln of the grammar school fn Bcwool
street, Portsmouts, N. I, playsd tha
gensime game Of baseball regularly dur-
fag the summer 00 Wednesday and Batur-
day afternocons. The commisslon wiil in-
vestignte this cleim with due care and de-
iberation.

Amother wan who Jdisputes the state
ment that the Knickerbockers were the

sat In 3 sguare; not in & dismond. The
renner golag at fall apeed would frequent-
|1y seise & stake piaced (o the growsd at

fret players of boua-fAde baseball Ie Abner
Graves, & mining engineer of Denaver, (ol.
“The Amserican game of Ddasedall”

. was then = boy
pupll of Gréen’s Select Behool in.Coopers-
town, and the same, who as Geoeral
Doubledsy, won honors atthe battle of

of Otsego:Academy and of Green's Belect
Bchool were -then playing
of town ball in the. following ‘manner:
Four-iach Flat Board Bat, .

“A ‘tosser’ mtood close to the ‘home
gotl’ and tossed the ball stralght upward

at on its fall, the lutter usiog a 4iach
flat board bat. All others wanting to play
were scattered about the fleld, far amd
near, to catch the bail when bit. The
Jucky catcher took his Innings at the
bat. When a batsman-struck- the ball
he ran for a goal 50 feet distant and re-
turmed. If the ball was not caught or if

atd | he was not ‘plunked’ by ‘& thrown ball,

while runoing, he retaned. his innings,
ax io old cat. Lo . N
“Doubledny then improved town ball, to
Hlmlt the number of playsrs, -ai many
weee burt {n collislops. Frem 20 to 50 boys
took part In the game I have. described.
He also designed the game to be played
by definite tesms or sides. Doudledry
called the game ‘Dasedall,’. for there werd
four bases in it. - Three were places
where the runner could rest free from
belng put ont, provided he kept his foot
on the flat stone base. The pitcher stood
in n six-foot ring. There were 11 players
on a side. The ball had & rubber center

-was covered with leather or buckskin.
Anyone getting the ball was éntitled to
ihrow It st a runner between the bazes
and put him oyt by hitting him with it
Sixty Years Ago.
I well remember some of the best
players of 00 years ago.
Abger Doubledsy, Elihu Phinney,
C. Brewer, John C. Graves, Joseph
fee, John Btarkweather, John Doubleday,
Tom Bingham and athers who played oh
the 0 Academy eampus; although
8 favorite place was on the ‘Phioney
farm,’ on the west shore of Otsegs Lake.”
As General Harrison was nomicated
in 1889 at the Natlonai Whig Conventlon,
held at Harrisburg, Ps., baseball, sc.
cording to Mr. Graves, had its Dirth
elther in that year or the one following—
five or stx years prior to the organization
of the Kalckerbockery.

Nels
I

about aix feet for the batsman to strike |-

overwound with yarn to & size somewhat
larger than the preaent day sphere, and g

They were [

G:t(ynmr; in the Clvll War. The puplle i’
the old gamae |-



